
10 Now Jacob went out from Beersheba and 
went toward Haran. 11 So he came to a 
certain place and stayed there all night, 
because the sun had set. And he took one 
of the stones of that place and put it at his 
head, and he lay down in that place to 
sleep. 12 Then he dreamed, and behold, a 
ladder was set up on the earth, and its top 
reached to heaven; and there the angels of 
God were ascending and descending on it.  
(Genesis 28)



13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said: 
“I am the LORD God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie I will 
give to you and your descendants. 14 Also your 
descendants shall be as the dust of the earth; you 
shall spread abroad to the west and the east, to 
the north and the south; and in you and in your 
seed all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed. 15 Behold, I am with you and will keep
you wherever you go, and will bring you back to 
this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 
what I have spoken to you.”
16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, 
“Surely the LORD is in this place, and I did not 
know it.” 17 And he was afraid and said, “How 
awesome is this place! This is none other than the 
house of God, and this is the gate of heaven!”  
(Genesis 28)
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▪Deceiver

▪Thief

▪Lier

▪Swindler

▪Did not know God

▪Loved by God
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▪ Jacob was spoken to by God in a 
dream

▪Many others in scripture were given 
revelations by God through dreams
▪The saved (Joseph, Paul)

▪And the unsaved (Laban)

▪Scripture does not say whether God 
still speaks in this way

▪Some things to note about how God 
spoke (or speaks) in dreams:
▪Exceedingly rare

▪Will never contradict or add to 
scripture

▪Glorify God

▪Today God speaks primarily 
through His Word
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▪God had blessed Adam 
and Eve, Noah, 
Abraham, and Isaac.  
But did these blessings 
apply to Jacob?  One 
who was so flawed?

▪Heaven is obtainable 
and God provides the 
ladder

▪ In contrast to the tower 
of Babel

▪God would never leave 
Jacob

▪The world would be 
blessed because of his 
line
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48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?”

Jesus answered and said to him, “Before Philip called 
you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”

49 Nathanael answered and said to Him, “Rabbi, You 
are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!”

50 Jesus answered and said to him, “Because I said to 
you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? 
You will see greater things than these.” 51 And He 
said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter 
you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”  
(John 1)
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