
An Unsuccessful Life



Prosperity 
Doctrine = If you 
follow the Lord 
good things will 
happen to you.
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▪
8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel: 
Do not let your prophets and your diviners who are 
in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your dreams 
which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they 
prophesy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent 
them, says the LORD.

▪
10 For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are 
completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform 
My good word toward you, and cause you to return 
to this place.



JEREMIAH

▪Jeremiah was 17 when God called him

▪He served in the last days of the 
crumbling nation Judah

▪He served in a nation that had turned 
its back on God

▪He served in a nation that did 
whatever was good in their own eyes
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Jeremiah was alone his whole life

▪16 The word of the LORD also came to me, 
saying, 2 “You shall not take a wife, nor shall you 
have sons or daughters in this place.”

Jeremiah was accused as a false prophet

▪
7 So the priests and the prophets and all the 
people heard Jeremiah speaking these words in 
the house of the LORD. 8 Now it happened, when 
Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that 
the LORD had commanded him to speak to all 
the people, that the priests and the prophets and 
all the people seized him, saying, “You will 
surely die! (26)



Jeremiah felt like life was hopeless

10Woe is me, my mother,
That you have borne me,
A man of strife and a man of contention to the whole 
earth!
I have neither lent for interest,
Nor have men lent to me for interest.
Every one of them curses me.  

17 I did not sit in the assembly of the mockers,
Nor did I rejoice;
I sat alone because of Your hand,
For You have filled me with indignation.
18Why is my pain perpetual
And my wound incurable,
Which refuses to be healed?
Will You surely be to me like an unreliable stream,
As waters that fail?  (15)



▪Never really experienced success

▪For 40 years he preached to people who would 
not listen

▪He ended his ministry in prison

▪He might not have changed the nation but he 
affected individuals

24 Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of 
Shaphan was with Jeremiah, so that they should 
not give him into the hand of the people to put him 
to death  (Jeremiah 26)



11 For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, 
says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not of evil, 
to give you a future and a hope. 12 Then you will 
call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will 
listen to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find 
Me, when you search for Me with all your heart. 
14 I will be found by you, says the LORD, and I will 
bring you back from your captivity; I will gather 
you from all the nations and from all the places 
where I have driven you, says the LORD, and I 
will bring you to the place from which I cause 
you to be carried away captive.  (29)



▪God’s view of success is faithfulness

▪Happily ever after doesn’t mean here on Earth 
but gathered with our Lord in Heaven

“Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and 
He will dwell with them, and they shall be His 
people. God Himself will be with them and be their 
God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor 
sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, 
for the former things have passed away.”  
(Revelation 21)


