
FOLLOWING GOD



RUTH

1 Now it came to pass, in the days when the judges 

ruled, that there was a famine in the land. And a 

certain man of Bethlehem, Judah, went to dwell in the 

country of Moab, he and his wife and his two sons. 
2 The name of the man was Elimelech, the name of his 

wife was Naomi, and the names of his two sons were 

Mahlon and Chilion. And they went to the country of 

Moab and remained there. 

3 Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was 

left, and her two sons. 4 Now they took wives of the 

women of Moab: the name of the one was Orpah, and 

the name of the other Ruth. And they dwelt there about 

ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; so 

the woman survived her two sons and her husband



RUTH
15 And she said, “Look, your sister-in-law has gone back 

to her people and to her gods; return after your sister-in-

law.”16 But Ruth said:

“Entreat me not to leave you,

Or to turn back from following after you;

For wherever you go, I will go;

And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;

Your people shall be my people,

And your God, my God.
17 Where you die, I will die,

And there will I be buried.

The LORD do so to me, and more also,

If anything but death parts you and me.”

18 When she saw that she was determined to go with her, 

she stopped speaking to her



THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN 

KNOWLEDGE AND WISDOM

 Knowledge is knowing that a tomato is a fruit

 Wisdom is knowing not to put it in a fruit salad!

 Knowledge is knowing that peas for good for you.

 Wisdom is knowing that I can get the same vitamins by 

eating something else, give me anything else!



GOING AGAINST GOD’S PATH

1 Now it came to pass, in the days when the judges 

ruled, that there was a famine in the land….2 The name 

of the man was Elimelech, the name of his wife was 

Naomi, and the names of his two sons were Mahlon

and Chilion. And they went to the country of Moab and 

remained there. 

3 Then Elimelech, Naomi’s husband, died; and she was 

left, and her two sons. 4 Now they took wives of the 

women of Moab: the name of the one was Orpah, and 

the name of the other Ruth. And they dwelt there about 

ten years. 5 Then both Mahlon and Chilion also died; so 

the woman survived her two sons and her husband



WHEN LIFE HAS NO HOPE
 Noami lost her husband and both her sons

 She felt the pain of loss

12 Turn back, my daughters, go—for I am too old to have a 

husband. If I should say I have hope, if I should have a husband 

tonight and should also bear sons, 13 would you wait for them till 

they were grown? Would you restrain yourselves from having 

husbands? No, my daughters; for it grieves me very much for 

your sakes that the hand of the LORD has gone out against me!”

 What is your response when life crumbles around you?

 Ruth felt the pain of loss.  She had been introduced to 

Jehovah but had only known bitterness since that time.



RUTH’S CHOICE

 Her only chance for a future was in Moab.


8 And Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go, 

return each to her mother’s house. The LORD deal kindly 

with you, as you have dealt with the dead and with 

me. 9 The LORD grant that you may find rest, each in the 

house of her husband.”

 Ruth’s choice was between a future with promise or a 

future without hope.

 She would be an immigrant, an outcast in Isreal

 She would not be allowed to marry an Isrealite

 She would live on scraps the rest of her days

 Which would you choose?



RUTH’S EQUATION

“Entreat me not to leave you,

Or to turn back from following after you;

For wherever you go, I will go;

And wherever you lodge, I will lodge;

Your people shall be my people,

And your God, my God.
17 Where you die, I will die,

And there will I be buried.

The LORD do so to me, and more also,

If anything but death parts you and me.”

 Ruth understood that nothing + God = EVERYTHING!



RUTH’S FAITHFULNESS

18 Now this is the genealogy of Perez: Perez begot Hezron; 
19 Hezron begot Ram, and Ram begot Amminadab; 
20 Amminadab begot Nahshon, and Nahshon begot 
Salmon; 21 Salmon begot Boaz, and Boaz begot Obed; 
22 Obed begot Jesse, and Jesse begot David.  (Ruth 4)

 Ruth was an outcast, an immigrant, a gentile and a
pagan

 Through Christ she became an ancestor of a king and
most importantly a child of the King!

26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have 
put on Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for 
you are all one in Christ Jesus. 29 And if you are Christ’s, 
then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the 
promise. (Galatians 3)


